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urgent congressional action on climate
change.

We must follow the examples of my
home State of California, Washington,
Oregon, and British Columbia. These
leaders came together Monday and
signed the Pacific Coast Action Plan
on Climate and Energy. The action
plan will help them to collectively re-
duce carbon pollution and greenhouse
gas emissions, which will not only help
the environment and public health but
will also strengthen our economy.

This is a small, but significant step
to act on climate change. These leaders
are taking these important steps be-
cause they know the consequences of
inaction. They recognize that the ef-
fects of climate change cross borders
freely. Republicans and Democrats
should follow this good example of ac-
tion, and our leadership should move
forward to combat climate change.

I, too, want to give my sympathy and
my prayers with the loss of a great
leader, Chairman Ike Skelton. And I
know on behalf of my predecessor, my
former boss, my colleague Congress-
man Skelton was a personal friend, and
I know that he would want me to say
today that he misses him.

May his soul rest in peace.

—————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Brian
Pate, one of his secretaries.

————
BENGHAZI

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. WIL-
LIAMS). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 3, 2013, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, last week, a
new national poll was released by a re-
spected pollster, Patrick Caddell, a
Democrat, and John McLaughlin, a Re-
publican, making clear that the Amer-
ican people still don’t feel they know
the truth about what happened in
Benghazi nearly 14 months ago.

According to the poll commissioned
by Secure America Now, 63 percent of
Americans ‘‘think the Obama adminis-
tration is covering up the facts about
Benghazi’’; and only 29 percent of reg-
istered voters say the Obama adminis-
tration has been honest about
Benghazi. Think about that for a mo-
ment. A supermajority of Americans
believe they have been misled by their
government about what happened in
Benghazi. This is remarkable.

The American people know how sig-
nificant it is that Ambassador Stevens,
the President’s personal envoy to
Libya, was the first Ambassador killed
in the line of duty in four decades on
September 11, 11 years to the day that
nearly 3,000 people were Kkilled by al
Qaeda terrorists.

The American people intuitively un-
derstand that a plot of this scale was
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not spontaneously inspired, as claimed
by the administration’s now infamous
talking points. The American people
also know that it is remarkable that
no effort was made by Washington to
rescue the Americans in Benghazi or
dispatch a hostage rescue team after
the Ambassador went missing that
night.

I think the American people also
wonder just what the CIA was doing in
Benghazi. Was it involved in the collec-
tion and transfer of weapons to foreign
countries? Possibly to support the Syr-
ian rebels? And could some of those
weapons have fallen into the wrong
hands, like the Syrian jihadists?

It is too easy to say that this is
“classified information’” and expect
the American people to look away.
Four Americans were killed that night,
several were wounded, and no one came
to help them.
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Was it because the CIA was con-
ducting a covert operation and if some-
thing went wrong, that was just the
price of doing business? Were the CIA
activities in Benghazi part of the rea-
son the consulate and annex were tar-
geted?

These are legitimate questions the
American people are asking that de-
serve clear answers.

The McLaughlin-Cadell poll also
found that 62 percent of the American
people support creating a ‘‘special bi-
partisan committee with broad powers
to get to the truth about the attacks in
Benghazi.”

Eighty percent of Republicans and 58
percent of independents support the
idea. Notably, nearly half of Democrats
said it was important to create a bipar-
tisan committee to learn the truth.

The bottom line is Americans from
across the political spectrum recognize
that not only are they not being told
the truth, but they feel Congress needs
to change its approach to the inves-
tigation by creating a special com-
mittee.

Why is it that, despite more than a
yvear of investigations in five separate
committees, the American people feel
they still don’t know the truth about
what happened?

Perhaps it is because, despite more
than a year of investigations by five
committees, most of the questions
raised about that night remain unan-
swered.

Perhaps it is because, despite more
than a year of investigations by five
committees, hardly any of the key wit-
nesses responsible for the government’s
response that night—or lack thereof—
have publicly testified.

Perhaps it is because, despite more
than a year of investigations, none of
the survivors that could help answer
key questions have publicly testified
before Congress.

Perhaps it is because, despite more
than a year of investigations, so few
committee hearings have been held
publicly.
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Or perhaps it is because, despite more
than a year of investigations, what lit-
tle the American people have learned
has come from news reports from CNN,
CBS, FOX, and other news organiza-
tions and not from congressional hear-
ings or testimony.

I think all these factors have contrib-
uted to the sense among the American
people that Congress has failed in its
oversight responsibility.

The American people know they
haven’t been told the full story about
what happened that night, and they be-
lieve they have been intentionally mis-
led by the administration.

I have come to the floor today to
once again call on my leadership to
create a House select committee on
Benghazi.

I am often asked what is holding up
the creation of this select committee.
The simple answer is because the
Speaker has not agreed to it. I like the
Speaker. He has a tough job, and he
may have good reasons for not wanting
to establish a select committee, but I
don’t know what it is. And more impor-
tantly, I don’t think the American peo-
ple know what it is.

Let me be clear: my criticism is not
with the chairmen of committees that
are looking into this. They are all good
men. They have worked very hard.
Their hands are tied. They are re-
quired, though, to stay within their ju-
risdictional lanes, examining only
what they are allowed to investigate
according to their committee charter.

What happened in Benghazi is inter-
related. The ‘‘lanes’ crisscross. The
White House, the State Department,
the CIA, and the Defense Department
were all involved, resulting in overlap-
ping, but uncoordinated, investiga-
tions.

Benghazi was a terrorist attack. We
need a team effort to find out what
happened, why it happened, and how we
are going to bring the perpetrators to
justice. Any of these chairmen would
be capable of leading the select com-
mittee, and other members of their
committees would be very good to
serve as well. They would do a good
job. I have confidence in them.

And let me be clear: I have no inten-
tion of chairing or serving on the select
committee. I will not serve on the se-
lect committee. I just want to learn
the truth, just like the American peo-
ple.

There is a history in Congress that
when things overlap between commit-
tees and transcend jurisdictions, select
committees were established. Two
well-known examples are Watergate
and Iran Contra. And I will submit a
list of the past select committees over
the past 50 years at the end of my
statement.

A select committee would take mem-
bers from each committee with their
individual expertise—and many of the
members from these various commit-
tees have tremendous expertise—and
have them work on this investigation
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